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Principal’s Message:
February, 2022

Dear PRS Community,

The weeks following the New Year and the end of February always prove to be

extremely busy as the teachers and I take stock through analysis of data and

individual meetings so we can look at where we were at the beginning of the school

year with students and the progress to date.  This provides the reflection

necessary to make sure that our students are on track to meet end of the year

goals and benchmarks.  The upcoming conferences (beginning on March 23rd) will

provide an opportunity to meet and discuss progress and ways you can support at

home.  If you have questions that come up prior to conferences, please do not

hesitate to reach out for answers!

It’s time to begin registering for Kindergarten.  Registration opens up

mid-February.  We are encouraging families to register early so we can anticipate

the number of students we will have in Kindergarten for the upcoming school year.

Please encourage friends and families to register!

Smarter Balanced assessments will be administered after the April vacation again

this year.  We will begin on or about April 25th.  SBAC is only for our grade 3-5

students.  Testing is approximately 45-60 minutes, four times per week, for two

weeks.  We will provide more information as we work out all of the scheduling

details.



Fifth graders will take the NGSS (Next Generation Science Standards)  This is

scheduled for late May.  The final date will be shared once that decision is made.

Mark your calendars…

February 17th-21st  Winter break

March 15th  Professional Development/No school for students

Fondly, Michelle Dixon

Kindergarten

Kindergarten has been super busy learning how to use

our  READING SUPER POWERS! Pictures, words, sounds and
sight words are all no match for us! We love reading all kinds of

non-fiction books.  We can tell you what a book is mostly about/main topic and key
details across our fingers, too!!  Our stamina is increasing with each week while we

read and write. Did you know we write non-fiction books
across 3... yes 3 pages!!! We tap our letter sounds with our
fingers and write the sounds we hear. Currently, we are
learning how to compose and decompose numbers up to
5/10. In science, we are studying forces. Push and pulls are
everywhere, every day!! We use pushes and pulls at recess, in
the classroom, even when we write. Sometimes pushes and

pulls are BIG and sometimes they are small.



First Grade
First graders have been busy learning about nonfiction texts this month! We
have explored the di�erences between texts that entertain us (fiction) and
those that are meant to teach us something (nonfiction). It has been fun to
learn strategies for reading and teaching others about REAL topics. We’ve also
pretended to talk like news anchors to make our reading more interesting!

In math, we’ve finished our subtraction unit, learning all kinds of strategies
for decomposing numbers, representing di�erences and comparing!

We’ve also begun our next Science Unit: Earth’s Motion! Did you know the
light from the sun casts a shadow on the moon and it causes the moon
PHASES? It looks di�erent to us on earth depending on the position of the
moon and earth! We’re having a blast learning all about the patterns in the sky!

Second Grade
January has been a month filled with lots of learning, hard work, and fun in
second grade! Our second graders have been working on informational writing
pieces. The students chose a topic (or a few!) that they felt they were an
EXPERT in. In order to write these EXPERT pieces, second graders used all the
information they knew about their topic. Some second graders even read



library books to gain more information for their books. Students have been
very busy writing multiple books! It has been such a fun unit!

In math, we have been focusing on subtraction. We have used multiple
strategies such as sticker notation (base 10 blocks/place value), the “open”
number line, and the 100’s chart. We know that the answers are important, but
showing our work is even more important.

In reading, we studied nonfiction texts to help us in perfecting our
informational writing pieces. We looked at the important features in
nonfiction texts: table of contents, headings, captions, labels, a glossary, etc.
Once second graders saw these features in di�erent books, they incorporated
them into their EXPERT pieces as well. The second grade students are super
excited to present their informational writing and share their expertise!

Third Grade

The new year has brought many new
opportunities for learning in third
grade! In math, students have been
looking for patterns that arise when
they multiply, along with flexing their
problem-solving skills by practicing the

distributive property. Speaking of problem-solving, how can
we put ourselves into characters’ shoes in fairytales,
folktales, and legends, and think about how we ourselves would
solve a problem in a story? This is a question many have been
pondering as we’ve taken a deeper dive into the books we’re
reading. Students have also been writing their own adaptations
of traditional literature. What kinds of problems are our
characters going to face? How will they resolve their
problems? The possibilities are endless! This has been such an
exciting start to 2022!



Fourth Grade
The new year is off to a great start in fourth grade! In Humanities, the students

continued to practice their nonfiction reading skills by determining the main idea,
identifying the different text structures, and summarizing the text. Many of the texts they
read taught them about life in Colonial America. Miss Chozick and Miss Rewinski’s
classes enjoyed their trip to the Windsor Historical Society to expand their knowledge
on the topic. Mrs. Birdsey and Mrs. Gott’s classes are looking forward to going next
month.

In math, the students focused on decimals. They worked on comparing decimals,
putting them in order, as well as adding decimals. They learned how these skills could
be applied to real life when measuring using the metric system, and when working with
money. They also learned how to write the fraction that went along with the decimal,
which will be a helpful skill when they start the Fraction Unit that is coming next!

Fifth Grade
January in Fifth Grade

Fifth graders got right back into the swing of things after the December
vacation.  With the halfway point of the school right around the corner, we
continued to progress in all areas of the curriculum.

Our math work focused on unit 5.4, Multiplying and Dividing Decimals by
Whole Numbers.  We have worked with place value blocks to show the
process of both multiplying and dividing with decimals.  Using the blocks



helps us build understanding of what multiplication and division with
decimals actually means.  We then utilized the open array, partial products,
partial quotients, and the Hangman strategies for computation.  We are
emphasizing learning the basic multiplication facts to aid in completing
math work more efficiently.

We are studying Earth’s Systems in science.  Our phenomena for this unit
was to figure out if we are actually drinking dinosaur pee!  We have learned
about the geosphere and the atmosphere.  We have completed a number
of experiments.  Each classroom created a terrarium in class to see how a
system works together.  The terrariums have rocks, sand, gravel, soil,
plants and worms!  We will observe this terrarium over the remainder of the
unit.

In humanities/social studies, we have been learning about the American
Revolution.  We have read a variety of articles and books about
Revolutionary War topics.  We have chosen topics for Revolutionary War
research.  We are asking research questions and taking notes to find the
answers to those questions.  We will begin working on a 5 paragraph
informational essay, using the facts we learned.

We continue to work hard to be quiet in the hallways, be kind to our friends,
and develop the work habits that will help us in middle school next year.

Specials-Library with Mrs. LaRock
All grade levels have been very busy over the last few months!



In kindergarten, we wrapped up our author study on Philip Stead–we read
many of his books and talked about how all of the characters in his stories are
very good friends!  We are now moving into a unit on narrative nonfiction.
First grade finished a unit on settings of stories; we paid close attention to the
words and pictures to figure out where and when the stories took place.  We
will be moving into an author study of Grace Lin soon!
In second grade, we completed an author study on Oliver Je�ers, and are now
learning about how to be good digital citizens.  We are talking about being safe
online, discussing our family rules for using technology, and not spending too
much time on our devices. We read Nerdy Birdy Tweets by Aaron Reynolds and
Tek:  The Modern Caveboy by Patrick McDonnell which we all enjoyed!
Third graders have begun an Inquiry unit on the U.S. National Parks!  We read a
book about President Theodore Roosevelt and naturalist John Muir (The
Camping Trip That Changed America by Barbara Rosenstock) which taught us
how the idea for our national parks was born.  Over the next several weeks, we
will CONNECT, WONDER, INVESTIGATE, CONSTRUCT, EXPRESS and
REFLECT as each student chooses one park to learn more about (and maybe
visit someday!).
Fourth grade is finishing up an author study of Chris Van Allsburg which has
led into learning about primary and secondary sources.  His book, Queen of the
Falls, is about Annie Edson Taylor and is based on the primary sources he used
to research about her life.
Fifth grade has been learning about the5 W’s of website evaluation: WHO,
WHAT, WHEN, WHERE and WHY.  First we used trusted websites like
Britannica School, PebbleGo Next and CultureGrams to find out information on
di�erent topics and become acquainted with how to navigate these sites.
Then, students had to use the 5 W’s and what they learned on Britannica to
evaluate an explorer’s website. The results were very interesting!
**Please look for an email regarding your students’ overdue books at the end of
each month; 3rd, 4th and 5th graders all have access to their library accounts
through Destiny Discover, and can use it to keep track of all the books they have
checked out.**



Nurse Notes from Mrs. Heneghan
Colleen Heneghan, RN Email: CHenenghan@swindsor.k12.ct.us Phone: 860-768-3846

Educating Connecticut’s  future January/February 2022

COVID I am always here to navigate these uncertain times and help
answer any questions. I encourage all parents to call me with any
questions or concerns. Please report all + cases and call so we can work
out the dates for quarantine. If your child has 1 or more signs or symptoms
, please keep them home and have them tested. I send all children home
with one sign and symptom.

Phone: 860-768-3846

Covid  Resources - click on each topic for more information
Omicron spreads rapidly , but thankfully numbers appear to be slightly decreasing.
Please still remain diligent in wearing masks and hand washing. We must all do our part
to stay informed. We must keep our children, as well as ourselves, healthy and strong
physically and mentally.

● CDC

For this constantly changing topic, get the latest answers to questions.

● View Guide addressing children and COVID 19 physical and emotional
health

The National Center for Disease preparedness created a 3 page guide for focusing on the

physical and emotional well being of children during the COVID-19 pandemic. Topics include,

modeling handwashing, staying active at home, monitoring social media use and more.

Download a PDF copy of the guide.

● Learn how to Calm your Covid 19 Anxiety

mailto:CHenenghan@swindsor.k12.ct.us
https://portal.ct.gov/coronavirus
https://rcrctoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RCRC_COVID-19Children_en.pdf
https://rcrctoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RCRC_COVID-19Children_en.pdf
https://rcrctoolbox.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/RCRC_COVID-19Children_en.pdf
https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-calm.html


As a parent you may be neglecting your own feelings by focusing solely on your children right

now, but it is important to take care of yourself. Kidshealth from Nemours has information

dealing with anxiety. View tips to help with your feelings

COVID VACCINATION CARDS

If your child has gotten vaccinated-  Please download your immunization record on the
PRS website.

Click on the link below and follow the prompts to download the immunization card

https://www.southwindsorschools.org/district_information/safe_return_and_continu
ity_of_services_plan

Illnesses: Please keep your child home from school if he/she has complaints in the
morning of headache, sore throat, nausea/vomiting, diarrhea or elevated temperature. 
These complaints may be the beginning of an illness.  If your child has any of these
symptoms, he/she may be more susceptible to germs and may spread germs to others.
There is no way to determine if a child has a viral infection vs COVID. The best thing to
do is when there is any doubt, please get tested.

The 24-Hour Rule: If your child has a fever over 100 degrees, he/she must be fever
free, without any medication, for 24 hours before returning to school.  This rule
also applies for vomiting and diarrhea.  If your child has an illness that requires
antibiotics, he/she must be on the medication for 24 hours before returning to school.

https://kidshealth.org/en/parents/coronavirus-calm.html
https://www.southwindsorschools.org/district_information/safe_return_and_continuity_of_services_plan
https://www.southwindsorschools.org/district_information/safe_return_and_continuity_of_services_plan


Clothing: The health room does NOT keep clothing on hand for
accidents. If a child has a bathroom accident, a food spill accident, or an accident
because of wet conditions (rain or snow) a parent will be called for a change of clothes.
We would not want any child to feel uncomfortable, and will try to minimize this as well
as we can. Remember to try to be prepared for all sorts of weather

Important Dates:
February Break:  February 17- 21

Michelle Dixon, principal
Lisa Lovett, secretary
Linda Futtner, clerk
Colleen Heneghan, nurse
O�ce number:  860 648-5025
PRS website: http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

http://prs.southwindsorschools.org/home

